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Pray! 
 

James 5:16 
16 Therefore confess 
your sins to each other 
and pray for each other 
so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.  
 
Every day we are reminded of how much we, our family, and 
the world need Jesus. However, there are so many things 
that feel so powerful and fixed in place. There is war in the 
Ukraine and Yemen. There is famine in Kenya. Our loved 
ones are struggling under substance addiction, our neighbors 
are homeless, and we can’t seem to get ourselves away from 
depression and anxiety. When there is so much that seems 
out of control, where can we start? What can we do? There 
are many things that we could do. But there is only one thing 
that is necessary: 

We need to pray. 
 
Prayer is not just an easy way out. If done with persistence, 
it will be a struggle with spiritual strongholds, and it will end 
up creating actual change. We must believe that prayer will 
actually change our life, the lives of our loved ones, and this 
world. James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective.” In Ephesians 6:12, Paul reminds us: 
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.” 
 
It’s a bit intimidating to think that behind our family’s 
addictions, and behind our own anxieties, there is a negative 
spiritual presence. But don’t worry! 1 John 4:4 reminds us, 
“that which is in you is greater than that which is in the 
world”. And Jesus tells us in John 16:33, “I have told you 
these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” So yes, it may be unnerving to think that our physical 
realities are tied to spirits. But it is also a comfort, because 
we know that no matter what our life and world is filled 

with, we are filled with a more powerful and loving 
presence, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus has already had the 
victory.  
 
After reading this far, do you still want to pray boldly to 
create change, or would you prefer to play it safe and just 
pray once for something and then forget about it? If you 
want something to change, it will require a type of prayer 
that Jesus modeled in the garden of Gethsemane when he 
prayed so fervently that blood dripped from his brow. This 
kind of prayer is about sticking with the issue, praying over it 
again and again, until it is resolved. It takes discipline and 
patience. It requires boldness. It requires that you know that 
you have authority over evil spirits, and that you are willing 
to address those spirits directly and say, “In Jesus name, be 
gone!” When Jesus had to drive out the demon from the 
little boy that the disciples were unable to drive out, the 
disciples asked Jesus, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
In Matthew 17:20 Jesus answers the disciples saying, 
“Because you have so little faith,” He answered. “For truly I 
tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
 
In Mark 9:29 Jesus answers the same question saying, “This 
kind cannot come out, except by prayer.” 
 
If we really want change in our lives and in our world, we 
need to address problems at the spiritual root. We need to 
have faith that Jesus really has given us authority over all 
things and that the name of Jesus still has power to create 
tangible change and move mountains. We need to 
recommit, as a church, to get more serious about praying. 
What do you say? For what change are you willing to pray 
over and over again? Who are you going to cover in prayer? 
Who will your prayer partner be? Do you believe that your 
prayers will bring the Holy Spirit and create actual change?  
 
Will you say a prayer right now? 
 

God Bless you. God is with you. 
With Love, 

Pastor Brendan 
 

We exist to introduce people to 
Jesus Christ 

and strengthen lives through Him! 
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Christ Is Risen!  This is the Good News we have been 
celebrating for the last 2000 years.   

Christ Is Risen!  Notice the present tense is.  This is not just 
an event from the past.   

Christ Is Risen!  It is an ever-present happening that fuels our 
living and vibrant faith! 

Christ Is Risen!  To live and work through you and me!   

Christ’s Resurrection is our faith, that is simply an incredible 
fact.   

Christ’s Resurrection is the cornerstone of our spiritual 
journey. 

The Day of the Lord’s Resurrection reminds us of His victory 
over our death.  It is a promise of new life in Eternity.  It is a 
promise of our reunion with all the saints of God. 

The Day of the Lord’s Resurrection is our commitment to 
share this extraordinary news to our community and 
beyond. 

The Day of the Lord’s Resurrection is the day of rededicating 
ourselves to the truth; Jesus died for our sin to death, and 
restored us to eternal life in the Kingdom of God.   

 
 

    We will have the Men’s 
Breakfast Saturday, April 2 at 
8:00 am. We meet once a 
month on the first Saturday 
of the month, October to 
June.  It is a time for 

fellowship and to build a relationship with one 
another.  Please join us. 

 
Blue underlined text in the bulletin/email is a link 

to SAFE websites/forms.  Click and  explore!! 

The Women’s Breakfast is 
Saturday, April 9 at 8:30 
am.  Cost is only $1.  
Reservations requested; 
please contact Sally Vickers 
610-565-0924 or jimsallyvickers@verizon.net.  
Faith-building friendship, fun, food, and fellowship 

 

 

 
Palm / Passion Sunday 

April 10 at 10:00 am - at Norwood UMC 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 14 at 7:00 pm - at Norwood UMC 

in the Social Hall 
 

Good Friday 
April 15 at 12:00 pm 

at Church of the Overcomer 
Leave from Norwood UMC parking lot 11:30 am, arrive at:  

1010 Sunset Street, Trainer 
lunch provided afterwards 

 
Resurrection Sunday! 

April 17 at 10:00 am - at Norwood UMC 
 

 

Handy Hands 
      Do you like to knit, 
crochet or do other types of 
hand work?  If so, please join 
us Monday; April 18 at 1:00 
pm in the Parlor.  Questions?  

Please contact Lynn Crump, Randy Gibbs, or 
Lynda Stine. 

https://www.norwoodumc.org/
mailto:jimsallyvickers@verizon.net
mailto:stitchwitchtwo@yahoo.com
mailto:rnrgibbs@comcast.net
mailto:lmstine@rcn.com
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PARENTS’ CORNER 
This month we are celebrating Resurrection Day, the day we 
remember that Christ conquered sin and death by rising 
from the dead. Without Christ’s resurrection, there wouldn’t 
be any eternal life for us as sinners.  

Jesus came to earth because He loved us with all His heart as 
it says in John 3:16 -17: “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him.“ 

When anyone accepts Christ as Savior, they’re no longer 
separated from God by their sin. Accepting Christ is simple, 
whether you are a child or an adult.  

A - Admit that you have sinned and you can’t get to God on 
your own: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God. - Romans 3:23 

B - Believe On Jesus Christ: “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.“ - John 3:16 -17 

C - Confess Christ Publicly: "If you declare with your mouth, 
'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved." - 
Romans 10:9-10 

It’s important to let our children know (and adults, too) that 
God loves them and sent Jesus to die for them on the cross 
so they can have eternal life and never be separated from 
God. If you have never accepted Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, do it today.             ~ NUMC Commission on Education 

Pray from Your H-E-A-R-T 
 DiscipleLand Staff  April 23, 2014  Children Need To 
Know, Children's Ministry Curriculum, Children's Ministry 
Resources, Family, Parenting, Raising Godly Children, What Kids 
Need 

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective” (James 5:16, 
NIV). 

How Kids Think 
Kids wonder, “Will God really answer my prayers?” Some 
children think that God is too big or too busy to hear their 
requests. Others feel awkward or unworthy to speak with 
Him. Still others stop praying after a request is not granted. 
Children need to see examples of persistent prayer, hear 
testimonies about God’s answers, and to realize that God 

may respond with “Yes,” “No,” or “Maybe.” With proper 
guidance and modeling, children can learn to pray boldly 
from a heart of faith. 

God’s Wisdom 
God created people to enjoy unbroken communion with 
Him. The Lord speaks to us via the Scriptures—and we 
respond to Him via prayer. God yearns to hear from His 
children! Prayer can be as natural as eating and sleeping—an 
essential component of an ongoing friendship with the Lord. 
Prayers of praise, repentance, supplication, and thankfulness 
are all part of a healthy prayer life. Jesus urges His followers, 
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8) 

True Story 
After homeschooling Gabriel for three years, Ron and Carrie 
decided to enroll their son in public school. As the “new kid” 
in 4th grade, Gabe didn’t really know what to expect. After a 
couple of weeks, he began asking his parents why Joelle, one 
of the girls in his class, was calling him names and making 
fun of him. He wanted to know why Joelle was so cruel. Ron 
told Gabriel, “We don’t know what kind of home she lives in 
and maybe she is mistreated before coming to school.” 
Several mornings on the way to school, Gabe’s dad talked 
with him about positive ways to respond to the name-calling 
and humiliating comments. He suggested that Gabe try 
something radical the next time, “Tell Joelle that there is a 
God who loves her and thinks she is a special person.” 
Needless to say, Gabe was not enthusiastic about that 
approach—he didn’t think it would work. Each morning 
Gabe and Dad prayed about the situation as they drove to 
school. 

A week later, Gabe came home and told his parents that 
Joelle started making fun of him and told other kids to laugh 
at him. Gabe, normally the tough guy, cried—which egged 
his classmates to jeer even more. In desperation, Gabe 
prayed at his desk and asked God to give him courage. When 
he finished praying, Gabe went to Joelle and said, “You know 
what? There is a God who loves you and thinks you are a 
special person. He sent His son, Jesus, to earth to die for 
your sins and you have no idea how much He could do for 
you, if you would just let Him.” 

Upon hearing the story, Ron and Carrie were amazed! His 
parents asked how she treated him the rest of the day. Gabe 
rolled his eyes and said, “Like I was her very best friend.” The 
next day, Joelle was up to her old tricks. She told Gabe that 
God is just a madeup Person. Gabriel responded by saying, 
“It doesn’t matter if you believe in Him or not, He still loves 
you.” The following day, Joelle was unusually quiet. At the 
end of the day she approached Gabriel and said, “I’ve been 

http://www.discipleblog.com/author/admin/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/children-need-to-know/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/children-need-to-know/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/childrens-ministry-curriculum-2/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/childrens-ministry-resources-2/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/childrens-ministry-resources-2/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/family/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/parenting/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/raising-godly-children/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/what-kids-need/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/what-kids-need/
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thinking a lot about what you said about God and I want you 
to know that I do believe in Him.” Gabe’s desperate prayer 
for courage brought amazing fruit! 

Personal Example 
When I was in college, my mother and I read through a book 
of stories about radical lives of faith. One particular 
testimony stood out to us. 

Bob, an insurance salesman from Washington D.C. 
experienced the power of prayer in a radical way. He read 
Jesus’ promise, “Ask whatever you will in My name and it 
will be given to you” (John 14:14). In an unusual exchange 
with his pastor, Bob agree to pray for something every day 
for 6 months. If nothing happened, Pastor Doug would give 
him $500. If something DID happen, Bob would give the 
pastor $500. Bob chose to pray for the entire country of 
Kenya. Not because of a personal connection…just because. 

For some time, nothing significant happened. Then, at a 
dinner in Washington D.C., Bob met a woman who ran the 
largest orphanage in Kenya. Bob got excited. After explaining 
about his challenge to pray for Kenya, the woman invited 
him to come and visit the orphanage. During his visit, Bob 
got the idea to organize a drive for medical resources for this 
orphanage. The drive quickly raised more than $1,000,000 
worth of materials that were delivered to the orphanage. 

While attending the celebration event at the orphanage, 
Bob, an ordinary insurance salesman, met the president of 
Kenya. As a direct result, Bob also became involved in the 
release of U.S. political prisoners. Bob was also invited to 
pray for the president while he selected his new cabinet. 
Needless to say, Bob was pleased to award Pastor Doug 
$500. [To read the whole story, see: If you Want to Walk on 
Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat, John Ortberg (pages 
91-93.] 

This story stirred my mother and me to try a similar 
experiment. We both decided to pray for specific people for 
six months. I chose to pray for a friend who I had a hard time 
dealing with. Though she had hurt me, I still wanted good 
things for her. I prayed persistently for three things. After six 
months, I noticed that my heart changed drastically towards 
her —the bitterness dissolved. I also realized that I didn’t 
worry anymore about her role in my life. I had released the 
situation to God. As the six-month challenge ended, I was 
content. God moved in my heart and I know that He had 
answered my prayers. 

A couple of years went by. I moved away for work and lost 
touch with my friend. In faith I believed that God had moved, 
and because I had seen so much change in my own heart, I 
guessed that the Lord must have helped my friend as well. 
More than two years later, I ran across her. We wrote emails 
back and forth, just to catch up on major events. The letter I 

received was split into three sections. Each paragraph 
addressed the things I had been praying for—almost 
verbatim. In those three areas, God had provided in 
miraculous and ordinary ways. All three areas had changed 
drastically during those years. 

After crying through the whole letter, I was touched by the 
Lord’s kindness. I could have gone through my whole life just 
believing in faith that God had moved. After seeing the 
Lord’s faithfulness, it stirred me to pray even more! 

What You Can Do 
Pray together with your child. Look for opportunities from 
the time you awaken in the morning until you tuck him/her 
in bed at night. Practice using the “H-E-A-R-T” acrostic: 
Honor God with praise and respect. 
“Thank you, God, for being ________ and giving me 
________.” 
Examine your life, confessing any sins. 
“Please forgive me for being selfish and ___________.” 
Ask God to supply your personal needs. 
“God, help me ___________ and please _________.” 
Request God’s help for the needs of others. 
“God, would you help out _________ with _________.” 
Thank God for blessing you every day. 
“God, I am so thankful for ____________.” 

 
Your prayers are the biggest weapon 
you have to protect and raise up a 
godly child. Pray For Your 
Children: A Free Download → 

Discipleship Begins With Our 
Children 
Children need meaningful, shared-
life relationships. That’s the heart of 
discipleship. DiscipleLand’s family of 
Biblical resources forms a complete 
Children’s Discipleship System™ – 
an intentional, relational, and 

transformational process designed to help children know 
God intimately, love Him passionately, and to serve Him 
selflessly. Click here for your Free Catalog 
 
Reprinted with permission from Discipleland –Discipleblog.com. No content may be 
reprinted without express permission from Discipleland 

 
Sally Vickers ……………………....12 
John Venafra, Jr ......................... 18 
Christy Melrose ......................... 20 
Laura Welch ............................... 24 
Glenn Goldsborough.................. 25 
Gabrielle Thompson .................. 28 
Jim Vickers ................................. 28 
Judy Arrants .................................................................................... 29 
 

http://www.discipleblog.com/2012/09/pray-for-your-children-a-free-download/
http://www.discipleland.com/Why-DiscipleLand
http://www.discipleland.com/Why-DiscipleLand
http://www.discipleland.com/Free-Catalog
http://www.discipleblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/heart-guide.jpg
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Get ready for the first ever open mic and Talent Night at 
Norwood UMC! Bring your instruments, art, voice, or self 
and perform or watch in this artistic community event. 
Dinner served at 5:30, performances at 6:30; sign up here: 
bit.ly/norwoodopenmic 

“I sought the Lord, and 
He delivered me, and 
delivered me from all my 
fears.” Psalm 34:4 

 
 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
Bob Arrants 
Joe Bradford 
Tracy Cangelosi 
Jim Chambers 
Jerry & Barbara Chreiman 
Madeline Deane 
Ron Dixon 
Michael Fletcher (Lynn  
   Seidel) 
Sam & Dolores Getty 
Bill & Anne Gibbs 
Joan Glisson (Anna 
Glisson) 
Tommy Glisson 
Carol Hammes 
Eugene Holt (John 
Venafra) 
Marla Hsu (Anna Glisson) 

John & Terri Jones 
Tina Kadri (Judy Arrants) 
Carol Luther Lauria 
Gary Leranian (Madeline  
    Deane) 
Eleanor Luther 
Janice MacBride 
Susan Markow (John Jones) 
Liz Murray (Lynn Seidel) 
Rev. Bill Neff 
Donna Riegel 
Robin 
Ruth Schenkenberger 
Sandra Shanahan 
Bernie, Bobbie & Katie  
    Shimkus (Laura Welch) 
Michael Tate 
Jacob Tercha (Bobbi Blum) 
Joan Touhill (Lynn Seidel) 

  

 
Current Prayer Needs 

Chuck 
Tracy Collins’ daughter 
Fred 
Glenn 
Joan Glisson 
Neil Hews 
Comfort for Chris Lynch 
    & family 
Anne Ober 
Susan Markow 

Betty McCans 
Paige Myer’s sister 
Comfort for Ron  
    Shipley family in his passing 
Sue 
The people of Ukraine and all  
    those affected by war and  
    conflict 
Bonnie Wadsworth 
Dot Weaver 

 
 

If you have requested a Loved One be added to the 
On-Going Prayer list, please inform the church of 
any updates. 

 
Residing in Retirement Care & Nursing Homes 

Bob Nelson – Broomall Rehab & Nursing Ctr 
 

  

https://bit.ly/norwoodopenmic?fbclid=IwAR2TRG4K-VGYhyhUJyZMSNn7AoxXKyhgPcVvdkMsDhwoXDiqDlxuDQKiNnI
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DONATION ITEMS NEEDED FOR UKRAINE - MUCH-NEEDED ITEMS RIGHT 
NOW are medical: wound dressings, Telfa dressing same size, Betadine antiseptic, all type bandages, 
gauze, Band-Aids.  List of other items requested may be obtained in the narthex, on the Missions 
table, on a yellow half-sheet, and above link. A designated container is under the Missions table.  
Joanie & Kurt Schaefer will bring the items over to Holy Myrrh Bearers Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Swarthmore to ship to Ukraine. Monies also needed to ship items to Ukraine. 
 

April 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Church Office 

610-532-0982 
Please leave a 

voicemail and we will 
get back to you as 
soon as possible 

REMOTE 
Office 

Schedule 
 

Mon to Fri 

10a to 2p 

 
Sunday in-person 

10:00 AM Worship 

and livestreamed 

on Facebook 

1 
 

2 
8:00 AM 

Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:00 PM 
Designer 
Bag Bingo 

 

3 
5th Sunday in Lent 
Holy Communion 

9:00 AM Adult SS 
10:00 AM Worship 

4  5  6 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
7:30 PM N.A  

7 
7:00 PM Nar-

Anon  

8 
Pastor's Day 

Off 
10:00 PM 

N.A.  

9 
8:30 AM 

Women’s 
Breakfast  

10 
Palm / Passion 

Sunday 
Newsletter Deadline 

9:00 AM Adult SS 
10:00 AM Worship 
5:30 PM Second Sunday 

Dinner 
6:30 PM Open Mic Night 

11  12  13 
7:30 PM N.A.  

14 
7:00 PM 

Maundy 
Thursday 
Svc 

7:00 PM Nar-
Anon  

15 
Good Friday 
10:00 PM 

N.A.  

16  

17 
Resurrection Sunday! 

9:00 AM Adult SS 
10:00 AM Worship  

18 
1:00 PM 

Handy 
Hands 

19 20 
7:00 PM 

Trustees 
mtg 

7:30 PM N.A.  

21 
7:00 PM Nar-

Anon  

22 
Pastor's Day 

Off 
10:00 PM 

N.A. 

23  

24 
9:00 AM Adult SS 
10:00 AM Worship 

25 
 

26 27 
7:00 PM New 

Bible Study 
begins 

28 29 30 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15N-Rfq0kucpPgZRv_wZvNjYTzejGkoky/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1riods1btGliGxfw5Ymt9PwKUQT7bHbvy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1riods1btGliGxfw5Ymt9PwKUQT7bHbvy/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/norwoodunitedmethodistchurch/
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Norwood United Methodist Church 
315 Chester Pike 
Norwood, PA  19074-1401 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 
 
 
 

   2022 Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff 
Brendan Van Gorder, Pastor 

Pat Beckett, Administrative Assistant 

Kurt Schaefer, Sr, Treasurer 

Lynda Stine, Financial Secretary 
 

Worship 
10:00 am in-person Worship,  

and livestreamed on Facebook 
 

Contact Info 
Norwood UMC / 610-532-0982 

315 Chester Pike, Norwood, PA  19074-1401 

    

 
Eastern PA Conference of the 

United Methodist Church 

 

mailto:pastorbrendan33@gmail.com
mailto:chrchldy@comcast.net
mailto:ktsjes@verizon.net
mailto:lmstine@rcn.com
https://www.epaumc.org/
https://www.epaumc.org/
http://www.norwoodumc.org/
mailto:norwoodumc@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/norwoodunitedmethodistchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuQUE_tlZnasI4d0cMPCNKA
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