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Keep Praying! 
 

James 5:16 
16 Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective.  
 
Every day we are reminded of how much we, our family, 
and the world need Jesus. However, there are so many 
things that feel so powerful and fixed in place. There is 
still war in the Ukraine and Yemen. And when will these 
wars stop and when will we stop supplying guns and 
when will we beat our swords into plowshares and not 
take up sword against other nations, and when will we 
study war no more? That’s not all. The third year of 
famine in Kenya is still costing lives of our sisters and 
brothers there…when will we stop hoarding food and 
resources in rich countries and feed our sisters and 
brothers? If that wasn’t enough, our loved ones are 
struggling under substance addiction, our neighbors are 
homeless, and we can’t seem to get ourselves away from 
depression and anxiety. When there is SO MUCH that 
seems out of control, where can we start? What can we 
do? There are many things that we could do. And there 
are many things we should do. But one thing must 
precede everything else. One thing is foundational: 
 

We need to pray. 
 
Prayer is not just an easy way out. If done with 
persistence, it will be a struggle with spiritual 
strongholds, and it will end up creating actual change. 
We must believe that prayer will actually change our life, 
the lives of our loved ones, and this world. James 5:16 
says, “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.” In Ephesians 6:12, Paul reminds us: “For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places.” 
 

It’s a bit intimidating to think that behind our family’s 
addictions, and behind our own anxieties, there is a 
negative spiritual presence. But don’t worry! 1 John 4:4 
reminds us, “that which is in you is greater than that 
which is in the world”. And Jesus tells us in John 16:33, “I 
have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world.” So yes, it may be unnerving 
to think that our physical realities are tied to spirits. But it 
is also a comfort, because we know that no matter what 
our life and world is filled with, we are filled with a more 
powerful and loving presence, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus 
has already had the victory.  
 
After reading this far, do you still want to pray boldly to 
create change, or would you prefer to play it safe and just 
pray once for something and then forget about it? If you 
want something to change, it will require a type of prayer 
that Jesus modeled in the garden of Gethsemane when 
he prayed so fervently that blood dripped from his brow. 
This kind of prayer is about sticking with the issue, 
praying over it again and again, until it is resolved. It takes 
discipline and patience. It requires boldness. It requires 
that you know that you have authority over evil spirits, 
and that you are willing to address those spirits directly 
and say, “In Jesus name, be gone!” When Jesus had to 
drive out the demon from the little boy that the disciples 
were unable to drive out, the disciples asked Jesus, “Why 
couldn’t we drive it out?” 
In Matthew 17:20 Jesus answers the disciples saying, 
“Because you have so little faith,” He answered. “For 
truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for 
you.” 
 
In Mark 9:29 Jesus answers the same question saying, 
“This kind cannot come out, except by prayer.” 
 
If we really want change in our lives and in our world, we 
need to address problems at the spiritual root. We need 
to have faith that Jesus really has given us authority over 
all things and that the name of Jesus still has power to 
create tangible change and move mountains. We need to 

We exist to introduce people to 
Jesus Christ 

and strengthen lives through Him! 
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recommit, as a church, to get more serious about praying. 
What do you say? For what change are you willing to pray 
over and over again? Who are you going to cover in 
prayer? Who will your prayer partner be? Do you believe 
that your prayers will bring the Holy Spirit and create 
actual change? Will you say a prayer right now? 

 
God Bless you. God is with you.  

With Love, 
Pastor Brendan 

 

 
Christ Is Risen!  This is the Good News we have been 
celebrating for the last 2000 years.   

Christ Is Risen!  Notice the present tense is.  This is not 
just an event from the past.   

Christ Is Risen!  It is an ever-present happening that fuels 
our living and vibrant faith! 

Christ Is Risen!  To live and work through you and me!   

Christ’s Resurrection is our faith, that is simply an 
incredible fact.   

Christ’s Resurrection is the cornerstone of our spiritual 
journey. 

The Day of the Lord’s Resurrection reminds us of His 
victory over our death.  It is a promise of new life in 
Eternity.  It is a promise of our reunion with all the saints 
of God. 

The Day of the Lord’s Resurrection is our commitment to 
share this extraordinary news to our community and 
beyond. 

The Day of the Lord’s Resurrection is the day of 
rededicating ourselves to the truth; Jesus died for our sin 
to death, and restored us to eternal life in the Kingdom of 
God.   

 

    We will have the Men’s 
Breakfast Saturday, April 1 
at 8:00 am. We meet once a 
month on the first Saturday 
of the month, October to 
June.  It is a time for 

fellowship and to build a relationship with one 
another.  Please join us. 

 
 

Blue underlined text in the bulletin/email is a link 
to SAFE websites/forms.  Click and  explore!! 

 
 

Holy Thursday 
Service 

April 6 at 7:00 pm 
Guests and friends are 
always welcome. 

Please come and leave in silence in observance of 
this service. Held in the Social Hall. 

 
Good Friday 

Service 
April 7 at 12:00 pm 

At Grace Community UMC 
1213 Central Ave, Chester 

 
 

The Women’s Breakfast is 
Saturday, April 8 at 8:30 
am.  Cost is only $1.  
Reservations requested; 
please contact Sally Vickers 
610-565-0924 or JimSallyVickers@verizon.net.  
Faith-building friendship, fun, food, and fellowship 

 
 

Handy Hands 
      Do you like to knit, 
crochet or do other types of 
hand work?  If so, please join 
us Monday; April 17 at 1:00 
pm in the Parlor.  Questions?  

Please contact Lynn Crump, Randy Gibbs, or Lynda Stine. 
 

 
 

https://www.norwoodumc.org/
mailto:JimSallyVickers@verizon.net
mailto:stitchwitchtwo@yahoo.com
mailto:rnrgibbs@comcast.net
mailto:lmstine@rcn.com
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PARENTS’ CORNER 
Four Things Every Child Needs Today 
 
DiscipleLand Staff  May 27, 2015 Discipleship, Parenting, 
What Kids Need, No Comments 

Jesus loved children. In Mark 10:13-16 we see Jesus 
interacting with kids. He said, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who 
will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it. And he took the children in his arms, put 
his hands on them and blessed them.”Jesus took children 
in His arms, loved on them, and blessed them! In this 
article by Greg Baird, we discover four things every child 
needs today. 
 
Anyone who has ever tried to teach children understands 
that they can be maddeningly complex and yet 
wonderfully simple. Their actions can be irrational and 
immature, and yet Jesus pointed to them and told the 
disciples that the simplicity of their faith is exactly what 
he wanted. 
 
As we seek to engage them, I’ve learned that there are 
four things that every child needs and wants—though 
they can’t articulate it. Including these four things in 
interactions seems to help bring the complexity and 
simplicity together. 
 
Physical Touch 
A pat on the back, a high five, a squeeze of the 
shoulder—kids respond to appropriate touch. It’s been 
said that physical touch is “the first language we learn,” 
and it can be a powerful communication tool. It can 
communicate approval, appreciation and love. It can 
guide, calm and direct. Physical touch can unlock the 
door to receiving the other three elements. A terrific 
resource for parents or ministry leaders, which includes 
the value of physical touch, is The 5 Love Languages of 
Children by Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell. 

Emotional Connection 
We’ve said over and over that “ministry happens best 
through relationships.” Relationships are about 
emotional connections. Knowing one another. 
Understanding one another. This is why it is critical that 
we don’t just show up and do our thing in ministry. We’ve 
got to know the kids, know the parents, know our team. 
Emotional connections can send our ministry impact 
through the roof. 
 

Mental Stimulation 
Too often we take the “everyone’s a winner” mentality 
from the sports field to the church—we dumb down our 
teaching to the lowest possible denominator and fail to 
truly challenge our kids. Don’t do that. If there is one 
thing I’ve learned about kids over the past 25 years, it’s 
that they are far more capable of understanding than we 
typically give them credit for. Yes, we have to be “age 
appropriate” in our teaching, but don’t be afraid to set 
the bar high and challenge them. 

Spiritual Truth 
This follows on from “mental stimulation.” Not only do 
our methods need to stimulate their minds, but our 
content needs to challenge them spiritually, and this can 
only be done by telling them the truth of the Gospel, the 
truth of God’s Word. Again, I’m not suggesting we relay 
all the gory details or the rated R content of the Bible, but 
when it comes to doctrine and theology, they can handle 
far more than we usually give them credit for. 
Physical touch, emotional connection, mental stimulation 
and spiritual truth. If we as leaders made a habit of 
practicing these elements on a consistent basis, I believe 
the engagement level in our ministry would increase 
significantly. 
Article used with permission from Greg Baird 
Reprinted with permission from Discipleland –Discipleblog.com. No 
content may be reprinted without express permission from 
Discipleland 
 
 

 
 
George Weaver, Jr. - 1450 Lancaster 
Ave., Apt. 113A, Daylesford Crossing, 
Paoli, PA 19301 
 
 

 
 
Sally Vickers ........................... 12 
John Venafra, Jr ..................... 18 
Christy Melrose ..................... 20 
Laura Welch ........................... 24 
Glenn Goldsborough.............. 25 
Joyce Anderson ...................... 27 
Gabrielle Thompson .............. 28 
Jim Vickers ................................................................................ 28 
Judy Arrants…………………………………………………………………………..29 
 

http://www.discipleblog.com/author/admin/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/discipleship/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/parenting/
http://www.discipleblog.com/category/what-kids-need/
http://www.discipleblog.com/2015/05/four-things-every-child-needs-today/#respond
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensMinistryLeader
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“I sought the Lord, 
and He delivered me, 
and delivered me from 
all my fears.” Psalm 
34:4 

 
Ongoing Prayer Needs 

Alex (Sally Vickers) 
Alice & Ed Sabre 
All those affected by 

violence & war, and for 
peace between world 
governments 

Russell & Bethany Alexander 
Bob Arrants 
Joe Bradford 
Brook & Natalie (Maggie 

McCans) 
Jim Chambers (Sally Vickers) 
Jerry & Barbara Chreiman 
Michael Fletcher (Lynn 

Seidel) 
Sam & Dolores Getty 
Bill & Anne Gibbs 
Eugene Holt (John Venafra) 
Marla Hsu (Anna Glisson) 
John & Terri Jones 
Tina Kadri (Judy Arrants) 
Robin Kim 

Jamie King (Lynda Stine) 
Carol Luther Lauria (Sally 

Vickers) 
Gary Leranian (Madeline 

Deane) 
Eleanor Luther 
Janice MacBride 
Susan Markow (John Jones) 
Miriam Martin 
Liz Murray (Lynn Seidel) 
Rev. Bill Neff 
Donna Riegel 
Sandy (Anna Glisson) 
Ruth Schenkenberger 
Sandra Shanahan 
Bernie, Bobbie & Katie 

Shimkus (Laura Welch) 
Michael Tate 
Jacob Tercha (Bobbi Blum) 
Joan Touhill (Lynn Seidel) 
Toya (Gina Dukes) 

 
Current Prayer Needs 

Pat Dunn 
Comfort for Anne Gibbs 

family in her passing 
Kenneth Hampton 
Norman Passarella 
Joan Schaefer 
Jim Sinno 

Comfort for Robin Tartaglia 
family in her passing 

Pastor Brendan & family 
Comfort for Mary Weah 

family in her passing 
George Weaver 
 

 
If you have requested a Loved One be added to 
the On-Going Prayer list, please inform the 
church of any updates. 

 
Residing in Retirement Care & Nursing Homes 

Bob Nelson – Broomall Rehab & Nursing Ctr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Ministries Schedule 
Sunday Liturgist/Scripture Schedule 

Date 
Welcome &/or 

Liturgist - 1st scripture 
Offering &/or 

Liturgist - 2nd  Scripture 
Apr 02 Ashley Gibbs Bill Shanahan 

Apr 09 
Delano Anderson 
Jeremiah Anderson Joan Schaefer 

APR 16 
Pastor Brendan 
Lynn Seidel Jim Vickers 

Apr 23 Pastor Brendan Lynn Crump 

Apr 30 
Pastor Brendan 
Lynn Seidel Bill Fisher 

 
Sunday Children’s Bible Classes  ..............................  

Date Teacher Volunteer 
Apr 02 Pastor Mike Nelson Randy Gibbs 
Apr 09 Sally Vickers Randy Gibbs 
APR 16 Lynn Crump Ashley Gibbs 
Apr 23 NO Bible Class NO teacher available 
Apr 30 Pastor Mike Nelson Bill Shanahan 

 
Friday Youth Group Pastor Mike Nelson, teacher 

Date Volunteer Volunteer 
Apr 07 Ashley Gibbs  
Apr 14 Brendan Shanahan Mary Lou Smith 
Apr 21 Ashley Gibbs  
Apr 28 Sally Vickers Jim Vickers 

 
 
 

 
It’s that time of 
year again for our 
Annual Paper 
Shredding Event. 
This year, we are 
pleased to have an 

Expired Prescription Pill Drop Off and Destruction in 
cooperation with the Delaware County District Attorney’s 
Office & Glenolden Police Dept. Event will be held at:  
McCausland Garrity Marchesani Funeral Home, 343 S. 
Chester Pike, Glenolden, on Sunday, April 30, from 11 
am to 2 pm. 
 
This is a free event, but we do ask in return for a donation 
of a canned good for our local food bank. Thank you for 
your help with this community project! 
   Sincerely, 
  ~ Trish and Angelo Marchesani 
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April 2023 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
 
 

REMOTE 
Office Schedule 

 

Monday to Friday 
10a to 2p 

Church Office 

610-532-0982 
Please leave a voicemail 

and we will get back to 
you as soon as possible 

   1 

8:00am Men's 
Breakfast  

4:00pm Private 
Party  

2        Holy Communion 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

9:00am Adult Sunday School   

10:00am Children's Bible 
Classes  

10:00am Worship  

3 4 5 

7:30pm Bible 
Study/ZOOM  

7:30pm N.A.  

6 

7:00pm Holy 
Thursday 
Service  

7:00pm Nar-
Anon  

7 

Pastor's Day Off  

6:00pm Youth 
Group  

10:00pm N.A.  

8 

8:30am 
Women's 
Breakfast  

9   RESURRECTION SUN 

9:00am Adult Sunday School   

10:00am Children's Bible 
Classes  

10:00am Worship  

10 11 12 

7:30pm Bible 
Study/ZOOM  

7:30pm N.A.  

13 

7:00pm Nar-
Anon  

14 

Pastor's Day Off  

6:00pm Youth 
Group  

10:00pm N.A.  

15 

16 

9:00am Adult Sunday School   

10:00am Children's Bible 
Classes  

10:00am Little Blessings 
Recognition Sunday  

10:00am Worship  

11:00am Little Blessings 
Open House & Art Show  

17 

1:00pm Handy 
Hands  

18 19 

7:00pm Trustees mtg  

7:30pm Bible 
Study/ZOOM  

7:30pm N.A.  

20 

7:00pm Nar-
Anon  

21 

Pastor's Day Off  

6:00pm Youth 
Group  

10:00pm N.A.  

22 

23 

Native American Ministries 
Sunday (special offering) 

9:00am Adult Sunday School   

10:00am Children's Bible 
Classes  

10:00am Worship  

24 25 26 

7:30pm Bible 
Study/ZOOM  

7:30pm N.A.  

27 

7:00pm Nar-
Anon  

28 

Pastor's Day Off  

6:00pm Youth 
Group  

10:00pm N.A.  

29 

30 

9:00am Adult Sunday School   

10:00am Children's Bible 
Classes  

10:00am Worship  

      

Visit  www.NorwoodUMC.org for church “goodies” 
and our other Norwood UMC media platforms.  

http://www.norwoodumc.org/
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Norwood United Methodist Church 
315 Chester Pike 
Norwood, PA  19074-1401 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 
 
 

 
   2023 Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff 
Brendan Van Gorder, Pastor 

Mike Nelson, Youth Pastor 

Pat Beckett, Administrative Assistant 

Kurt Schaefer, Sr, Treasurer 

Lynda Stine, Financial Secretary 

 

Worship 
10:00 am in-person Worship,  

and live-streamed on Facebook 

Contact Info 
Norwood UMC / 610-532-0982 

315 Chester Pike, Norwood, PA  19074-1401 
 

     
Eastern PA Conference of the 

United Methodist Church 
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